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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD SPECIFICATIONS 
 

 
THE DIAGRAM 
 
Grids should be 15x15. Every word in the diagram must have at 
least half of its letters checked (i.e., crossed by other words), 
and no two consecutive letters should be unchecked. No part of 
the diagram should be isolated from the remainder. All entries 
must be well-known words, names, or idiomatic phrases. 
 
 
THE FORMAT 
 
Clues should be typed on a typewriter or computer. Clues should 
appear in a single column to the left, with answers in a column 
to the right. Brief explanations of all answers should appear on 
a separate page. 
 
Send two grids, one with numbers only, and one with both numbers 
and answers. Black squares should be clearly filled in.  
 
 
PAYMENT for a standard cryptic crossword is $100.00 upon 
publication. 
 
 
SUBMISSION  
 
Include your name, address, and e-mail address (if applicable) on 
both diagram pages and on the first page of clues. Address your 
entry to: Cryptic Crossword Editor, Games Magazine, P.O. Box 184, 
Fort Washington PA 19034. 
 
Electronic submissions in Crossword Compiler format are welcome. 
They should be directed to Jennifer Orehowsky 
(jorehowskyt@kappapublishing.com). 
 
For general queries, write to games@kappapublishing.com. We look 
forward to receiving your submissions! 
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